Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 00203 061005Z 
ACTION INT-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EPA-04 OES-07 L-03 NSF-02 
COME-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /041 W 

083173 061045Z/10 

R060815Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6356 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 0203 

DEPT PASS EPA SHOSTAL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, UR, US 

SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: RECOVERY OF POLAR 
BEAR COLLAR 

REF: 77 MOSCOW 18209 

ON JANUARY 5 HYDROMET REP INFORMED EMBOFF THAT SOVIETS ARE 
PREPARING FORMAL REPLY TO U.S. REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN RE- 
COVERING RADIO COLLAR ATTACHED TO ERRANT POLAR BEAR. ACCORDING 
TO THE HYDROMET REP, SOVIETS ARE PLANNING TO ORGANIZE EXPEDI- 
TION TO RECOVER THE COLLAR IN MARCH, WHEN POLAR NIGHT HAS 
LIFTED. TO AID THE EXPEDITION, SOVIETS REPORTEDLY WILL ASK 
TO RECEIVE FROM THE U.S. A RADIO RECEIVER CAPABLE OF PICKING 
UP SIGNALS BROADCAST BY THE BEAR. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF'S QUERY, 
HYDROMET REP INDICATED THAT U.S. SCIENTISTS PROBABLY WOULD BE 
UNABLE TO JOIN THE SOVIET EXPEDITION, NOTING THE ABSENCE ON 
WRANGEL ISLAND OF FACILITIES SUITABLE TO RECEIVE FOREIGNERS, 

SUCH AS TOILETS. HYDROMET REP ALSO INDICATED THAT "OTHER FACTORS" 
(PRESUMABLY SECURITY RELATED) WERE INVOLVED. 
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